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Formulation of the problem. In oil-dependent countries, the elimination of this dependence and the
changes in the international market situation, the effective adaptation of the country's economy, and the di-
versification of economic development directly depend on it. In this regard, the development of agrotourism
in solving such a complex problem as the diversification of economic development plays an important role
in terms of both obtaining additional income and expanding employment. In this regard, the purpose of the
study is to analyze the specific features of the diversification of economic development and to identify
measures aimed at increasing the role of agrotourism in the diversification of economic development. The
object of the study is the socio-economic relations that arise in the process of transforming the traditional
economic system towards a green economy and sustainable development. The subject of the study is the
theoretical and methodological foundations, economic instruments, mechanisms of state regulation and in-
stitutional conditions that ensure the transition to a green economy. The methodology of the study consists
of examining the experience of countries around the world in diversifying economic development and,
based on these experiences, analyzing issues related to determining the role of agritourism in diversifying
economic development. The main hypothesis of the study. It is assumed that the transition to a green econ-
omy is not only an imperative of environmental safety, but also a powerful driver of long-term economic
growth based on innovation, energy efficiency and the creation of new "green™ jobs. The effectiveness of
this transition depends on the synergy between clear state policy, private investment and civil society activi-
ty. Presentation of the main material. As a result of the research conducted, the need for diversification of
economic development is substantiated and it is concluded that the development of agrotourism plays an
important role in the diversification of economic development. The originality of the work. The need to in-
crease the place and role of agrotourism in the diversification of economic development has been identified.
It has been noted that these impacts have economic, social, strategic and local significance. Conclusions
and prospects for further research. The changing natural and climatic conditions of rural areas, as well as
the geographical conditions and recreational environment in rural areas, encourage these areas to become
more attractive for the development of agrotourism. One of the specific characteristics of agrotourism is the
production of agricultural products in areas with geographical potential for agrotourism, as well as the par-
ticipation of tourists in technological processes related to the production of agricultural products in these
rural areas, as well as in harvesting.
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HANPSIMKH NIJIBUILEHHSA POJII ATPOTYPU3MY B TUBEPCU®DIKAIIIL
EKOHOMIYHOI'O PO3BUTKY

Hocmanoexa npobremu. Y HadTO3aNeKHUX KpaiHaX BiJA YCYHEHHS i€l 3aJIe)KHOCTI Ta 3MIH
MDKHAPOJHOI pUHKOBOI KOH'FOHKTYpH 0e3MmocepeHb0 3aIeKUTh e(heKTHBHA afanTallisi eKOHOMIKH KpaiHU
Ta nauBepcUdikallisi eKOHOMIYHOIO PO3BUTKY. Y 3B'I3KY 3 UM PO3BHTOK arpoOTypU3My y BUPILEHHI Takoi
CKJIaJHOT Ipo0sieMH, K quBepcHpikallis eKOHOMIYHOTO PO3BHUTKY, Bilirpae BayKIUBY POJIb SIK 3 TOUKHU 30pY
OTPUMAaHHS JOAATKOBHUX JOXO[IB, TaK 1 PO3MIHUPEHHS 3aWHATOCTI. Y 3B'S3KY 3 M Memo 00CHIOHCEHHS €
aHanmi3 crenuivHIX 0coOIMBOCTEN AMBEepCcUdiKallii eKOHOMIYHOTO PO3BHTKY Ta BH3HAUEHHS 3aXOZiB,
CTIPSIMOBAaHMX Ha MiABHILICHHS POJi arpoTypusMy B AuBepcH(ikallii eKOHOMIYHOTO po3BHUTKY. OO 'ekmom
0ocniddceH s € COiaTbHO-eKOHOMIYHI BiJHOCHHH, 1[0 BUHUKAIOTH y TpoIieci TpaHcdopMartlii TpagulliitHol
€KOHOMIYHOI CHCTEMH B OiK 3€JIeHOI EKOHOMIKH Ta CTAJIOTO PO3BHUTKY. [Ipedmemom 00CuiodiceHHs € Teope-
THUYHI Ta METOJOJIOTIYHI OCHOBH, €KOHOMIUHi iHCTPYMEHTH, MEXaHi3MHU AEP)KAaBHOTO PEryiiOBaHHS Ta iH-
CTUTYLIHHI YMOBH, 110 3a0€3MeUyI0Th MepeXif] 10 3e1eH0i eKOHOMIKH. Memooonozia 0ocniodicenHs Nosrae
y BUBYEHHI JJOCBily KpaiH CBITy m[o[0 auBepcrdikamii eKOHOMIYHOTO PO3BUTKY Ta, HA OCHOBI I[LOTO JI0-
CBi/ly, aHai31 IUTaHb, OB'I3aHAX 3 BU3HAUCHHAM POJIi arpoTypu3My B AuBepcUdiKalii eKOHOMIYHOTO PO-
3BUTKY. OcrosHa 2inomesa docriodcennus. [lependayaeTbes, Mo mepexi 10 3eJICHOI CKOHOMIKHU € HE JIUIIE
IMIIEPaTUBOM €KOJIOTIYHO1 O€3MeKH, alie i MOTYKHUM PYIIiEM JOBrOCTPOKOBOTO €KOHOMIYHOTO 3pOCTaHHS,
0 0a3yeTbcs Ha IHHOBAIIISIX, €Heproe()eKTUBHOCTI Ta CTBOPEHHI HOBHX «3€JIEHHX» poOounx Micibs. Edek-
THUBHICTH IILOTO TIEPEXO/TY 3aJICKUTh BiJl CHHEPTii MiX YiTKOIO JAEP:KaBHOIO MOJIITHKOIO, IPUBaTHAUMH iHBE-
CTHIIISIMH Ta aKTHBHICTIO TPOMAISIHCHKOTO CYCIIITBCTBA. Bukiad ocnognozo mamepiany. B pe3ynprari mpo-
BEJIEHOTO JOCIIKEHHS OOTPYHTOBAHO HEOOXITHICTh AUBEpCcH]IKAIlil EKOHOMIYHOTO PO3BUTKY Ta 3p00JIeHO
BHCHOBOK, III0 PO3BUTOK arpoTypH3My BiJirpae BaXJIUBY pojb Y TuBepcH]ikaiii eKOHOMIYHOTO PO3BHTKY.
OpucinanvHicms pobomu. Bu3zHaueHO HEOOXIAHICTH IMIJABUINEHHS MICISI Ta POJi arpoTypu3My B JUBEp-
cudikarlii eKOHOMIYHOTO PO3BUTKY. 3a3HAYEHO, IO IIi BIUIMBH MAaOTh EKOHOMIYHE, COIlialbHEe, CTpaTeriuHe
Ta MiclieBe 3HaUeHHS. Bucrnoeku ma nepcnekmusu nooaibux 00Ccaiodicens. 3MiHa TPUPOTHO-KITIMaTHIHIX
YMOB CIJIbCBKOT MICIIEBOCTI, @ TaKOX reorpadiuHi yMOBH Ta peKpealliifHe cepeZOBHILE B CUIbCHKIN Miclie-
BOCTi CIIOHYKAalOTh Ili TEPUTOPii CTaBaTH OLTBII MPUBAOIUBUMH TSI PO3BUTKY arporypusmy. OmHiero 3i
crieniYHIX XapaKTePUCTHK arpoTypu3My € BUPOOHHUIITBO CUIILCHKOTOCIIOIAPCHKOT MPOAYKIIii B paifoHax 3
reorpadivHIM IMOTEHIAIOM JUISl arpOTYPU3MYy, a TAKOX y4acTh TYPUCTIB Y TEXHOJOTIYHUX MPOIecax, Mo-
B'3aHHUX 3 BUPOOHHUIITBOM CiJILCHKOTOCIIONAPCHKOI MPOAYKIIii B WX CUTBCHKUX paliOHAX, a TAaKOXK y 300pi
BPOJKAIO.

Kuarouosi ciioBa:

E€KOHOMIYHHMI pPO3BUTOK, HAIllOHAIbHA E€KOHOMIiKa, JAMBepcH(iKallii eKOHOMIYHOTO PO3BUTKY, TY-
pH3M, arpoTypH3M, JeprKaBHA MiATPUMKA, eKOHOMIYHE 3pOCTaHHSI.

Formulation of the problem. The inte-
gration of our country into the system of interna-
tional economic relations, in addition to arising
from objective necessities, also reflects global
challenges. Effective neutralization of the harm-
ful effects of the globalization process, in partic-
ular, brings to the fore measures taken to accel-
erate economic development. Economic devel-
opment creates favorable conditions for acceler-
ating economic growth in the near and future
prospects. There is an urgent need to diversify
economic development in order to remove both
the level of economic growth and the degree of
economic development from the situation of de-
pendence on changes in the world market situa-
tion. Diversification of economic development is
of great importance, especially for oil-exporting
countries. As is known, the world market price
of oil currently depends primarily on political
factors rather than economic factors. Military
factors shape this process. In this regard, chang-

es in the volume of demand and supply for oil
and hydrocarbon resources ultimately determine
the increase or decrease in the prices of hydro-
carbon resources. In this regard, the continued
dependence on oil in Azerbaijan, as one of the
oil-exporting countries, may limit economic de-
velopment in the post-oil era. Therefore, in the
post-oil era, it is important to diversify economic
development in terms of eliminating harmful
trends that negatively affect economic develop-
ment. The development of agrotourism plays an
important role in the system of measures taken to
diversify economic development. Agrotourism,
in addition to reflecting the acceleration of so-
cio-economic development in rural areas, can
become an important component of the agricul-
tural sector. One of the important aspects charac-
terizing the development of agrotourism is that
agrotourism plays an important role in terms of
selling agricultural products and delivering them
to numerous consumers.
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One of the most important factors deter-
mining the role of agrarian tourism in economic
development is the increased interest of tourists
in this field in recent years. This makes the pro-
cesses related to people's recreation in a noisy
urban environment unbearable and makes rural
areas, which are generally free from the burden
of the city, more attractive in terms of agrarian
tourism. In this regard, one of the factors deter-
mining the place of agrarian tourism in econom-
ic development is the instillation of traditions
and cultural characteristics, as well as rural cul-
ture, to foreign and domestic tourists. Ecological
conditions are also factors that play an important
role in the development of agrarian tourism.
Thus, the development of ecologically clean and
sustainable rural tourism also creates favorable
conditions for the development of “green" rural
areas. The sustainability of this process and its
important role in ensuring diversification in eco-
nomic development directly depend on the de-
velopment of public-private sector cooperation.
It should be noted that the acceleration of social
development within the framework of state de-
velopment and policy opens up favorable oppor-
tunities for the development of areas that are es-
pecially attractive to tourism. In this regard, it
should not be forgotten that our Republic, espe-
cially the liberated territories, have a wide poten-
tial. It should be noted that the Karabakh and
East Zangezur economic regions have wide pro-
spects for tourism, especially agrotourism. In
conditions where sustainable employment is en-
sured, especially in those areas, rural areas have
a wide and attractive potential for agrotourism.

Diversification of economic development
as a global challenge. The globalization process
promises its own advantages and disadvantages.
Naturally, in modern conditions, the process of
integration into international economic relations
is inevitable. All this creates the need, first of all,
to effectively use the advantages of integration
and effectively overcome its harmful manifesta-
tions.

Analysis of recent research and publica-
tions. The globalization process has created
conditions for the formation of a new world or-
der, which has led to the emergence of harmful
trends within the economy. Thus, there are even
cases where individual sectors of the national
economy have been significantly affected by the
globalization process, which has led to an une-
qual distribution of capital and resources in the
economy, leading to the weak development of
individual sectors and the lagging behind of re-

gions in development [ 1, p. 57].

Neutralizing the harmful effects of global-
ization processes on the economy, first of all,
makes the process of diversification of economic
development an objective necessity. Diversifica-
tion of economic development is one of the
global challenges. Diversification of economic
development is the process of expanding the
economic structure of a country and a region
through the development of various sectors, ra-
ther than one or two. The goal of diversification
is to reduce dependence on areas of activity - for
example, on the export of raw materials - and to
create a model of economic development that is
more resistant to external shocks and changes in
global markets. This primarily implies the pro-
cess of forming new sectors of economic devel-
opment. Investment in new areas of the economy,
the development of the processing industry, and
the creation of a wider range of goods, commod-
ities and services for export are considered one
of the most important goals of diversification [2].

The process of diversification of produc-
tion includes not only the creation of new types
of production, but also the expansion of the
range of products produced within enterprises
and economic entities. Diversification is consid-
ered one of the main means of increasing pro-
duction efficiency, achieving economic benefits
and preventing bankruptcy of enterprises. There
are many specific types of diversification, and
the process of diversification of production is a
significant component of these types. In this re-
gard, a certain type of diversification is also a
flexible response to changes in market condi-
tions and at the same time eliminating uncertain
risks that may arise. Diversification of risks is
especially important in the investment process.
Diversification of risks is the process of distrib-
uting investments between different financial
instruments. Diversification reflects a strategy
based on investment and risk management,
which allows investments to be distributed be-
tween different assets and markets in order to
reduce potential risks. Diversification is espe-
cially relevant in the context of global economic
problems and political changes [3].

Wikipedia sources state that diversifica-
tion reflects change and diversity and is of Latin
origin. It refers to the penetration of firms spe-
cializing in one or other areas into other areas,
increasing the range of products and types of
services provided, changing the direction of
sales markets, creating new types of production,
and increasing efficiency in order to obtain eco-



nomic benefits. The main driving force of diver-
sification is the diversification of production and
services [4].

It can be considered that in the global
competitive environment, global influences and
global shocks bring risks to the fore. The process
of insuring against these risks is both a set of
measures aimed at preventing the loss of finan-
cial resources and a process of effectively neu-
tralizing conjuncture fluctuations that may arise
in product sales. It is precisely these various
risks that hinder economic development. A char-
acteristic feature of the globalization process is
that, along with economic factors, political and
military factors also ultimately cause specific
shocks in economic development. Especially
recently, namely the Russia-Ukraine war and the
political processes taking place in the Middle
East, have caused specific problems in economic
development over a certain period of time, espe-
cially the increase in prices for certain types of
products, especially grain and meat products, in
the international market [5, p. 11].

The purpose of the article is to analyze
the specific features of the diversification of
economic development and to identify measures
aimed at increasing the role of agrotourism in the
diversification of economic development.

Presentation of the main research re-
sults. As we mentioned above, the diversifica-
tion of economic development begins first of all

with the diversification of the production process.

The more new types of products are created as a
result of the production process, the more this
ultimately leads to the expansion of the export
opportunities of these products. In such a situa-
tion, when production is diversified, the process
of diversification of its exports also takes place.
Export diversification is also an important com-
ponent of the diversification of economic devel-
opment, and this diversification process is car-
ried out in the form of horizontal and vertical
diversification in world practice, as a rule.
Analyzing the above-mentioned pro-
cesses, it can be concluded that giving greater
priority to vertical diversification in both eco-
nomic development and export diversification
may be of great importance. This is especially of
greater strategic importance within the frame-
work of Azerbaijani realities. Thus, vertical di-
versification can be perceived in the simplest
way as a chain, that is, expansion in stages. For
example, in the realities of Azerbaijan, a signifi-
cant part of exports is made up of oil and gas
products. During horizontal diversification, pro-

cesses such as producing more products and ex-
porting them to different markets may occur, and
this also depends on conjuncture fluctuations.
Vertical diversification, in fact, reflects the pro-
cess of diversification “sideways”, that is, to-
wards other areas. In this case, all stages from
raw materials to the production of finished prod-
ucts take place in the sectoral and territorial sec-
tors of the country's economy. Thus, both the
flow of currency remains within the country and
the employment of the population is ensured. It
is also possible to achieve an increase in the in-
comes of workers working in these areas. Taking
all this into account, it can be considered that
vertical diversification can actually be character-
ized as an important global challenge in the post-
oil era for countries exporting oil and hydrocar-
bon resources.

One of the characteristic points of horizon-
tal diversification is that necessary measures are
taken to increase the volume of exported prod-
ucts and insure the economy against possible
price changes for any product. In horizontal di-
versification of exports, an increase in the vol-
ume of exported products and raw materials
should be ensured. In horizontal diversification,
a certain diversification is carried out within a
specific sector of the economy. For example, an
increase in the volume of exported agricultural
products may occur, but this type of diversifica-
tion is considered an ineffective form of eco-
nomic diversification. Because although it is
possible to eliminate dependence on a specific
product in the short term during this type of di-
versification, the added value factor and the in-
crease in added value are not ensured. Therefore,
horizontal diversification does not create favora-
ble conditions for economic development within
the country and an increase in the volume of
production of more competitive products.

Vertical diversification is a type of
export diversification in which not only raw ma-
terials but also products that have passed all
stages of the production process are exported.
More precisely, the revival of new areas and the
economic modernization of new areas are
achieved. With vertical diversification, raw ma-
terials involved in export are not exported in the
form of raw materials, but in the form of various
finished products [6, p. 27]. Naturally, in most
cases there are sharp price differences between
raw materials and finished products. In order to
take advantage of these price differences, the
process of vertical diversification is of great im-
portance. The process of vertical diversification
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means creating new product ranges and creating
quality product ranges and directing them to dif-
ferent markets. The difference between vertical
diversification and horizontal diversification is
that in vertical diversification, the process of
economic efficiency and capturing new markets
is more realized.

Considering the danger of dependence on
international business conditions, vertical diver-
sification actually reflects effective protection
for the country's economy from external shocks.
Especially during economic crises, the impact of
external shocks is inevitable. In order to effec-
tively neutralize such shocks, the process of ver-
tical diversification should be preferred. At this
time, it should be taken into account that in fact,
the situation in both domestic and international
markets is quite unstable, and it is an important
necessity to give importance to vertical diversifi-
cation in terms of eliminating this instability. In
addition, the volatility of commodity markets
should also be taken into account. In countries
that depend on certain commodities, these
shocks have a negative impact, and diversifica-
tion of the economy is actually an objective ne-
cessity against the background of the high glob-
alization of financial markets.

In a global competitive environment, eco-
nomic diversification is also aimed at eliminating
the harmful effects of financial crises. The crea-
tion of fundamental economic foundations for
maintaining macroeconomic stability and sustain-
able economic growth is based on the diversifica-
tion process. Diversification is considered an im-
portant strategically important measure aimed at
preventing the effects of crises and preventing the
impoverishment of the population [7].

The process of economic diversification,
as one of the global challenges, makes the de-
velopment of the non-oil sector an objective ne-
cessity in the post-oil era. The development of
the non-oil sector can be a product of economic
diversification. Because in fact, the development
of the non-oil sector and its modernization are of
great importance in terms of the economy's lat-
eral progress, the creation of new sectors, and
the introduction of these sectors to world mar-
kets. The development of agrotourism is also
necessary against the backdrop of economic de-
velopment diversification. In the process of eco-
nomic development diversification, as we men-
tioned above, the non-oil sector is of great im-
portance and plays an important role in balanc-
ing the economy, increasing export revenues,

providing employment, and ensuring sustainable
economic growth.

As is known, the non-oil sector includes a
set of numerous areas, especially those not relat-
ed to oil. The tourism sector plays an important
role in the development of the non-oil sector.
The diversity of tourism, especially the so-called
agrotourism, is considered an important tool
both in accelerating the socio-economic devel-
opment of regions and in ensuring the sustaina-
ble development of the agricultural sector. One
of the characteristic points for agrotourism is
that in the process of diversifying economic de-
velopment, agrotourism acts as an important
point of diversification of both agriculture and
the agro-industrial economy. The process of ag-
ricultural diversification should begin precisely
with the efficiency of the agro-tourism sector.
This primarily implies the acceleration of both
the sectoral and territorial segments of the econ-
omy, or rather, the agro-food complex and the
socio-economic development of the regions.

As is known, 9 out of 11 existing climate
types exist in the Republic of Azerbaijan. In ad-
dition, the regions of the Republic of Azerbaijan,
in accordance with the specific characteristics of
the economic sectors, are dominated by both ag-
ricultural products and have the same climatic
conditions, geographical features and tourism
prospects as most regions, especially Baku. All
this indicates the attractiveness of the develop-
ment of agritourism.

The development of agrotourism in the
Republic of Azerbaijan is also of strategic im-
portance in terms of economic diversification, as
this trend creates favorable conditions for in-
creasing both the state budget and the income of
the population. Accelerating the development of
agrotourism in regions of our republic with tour-
ist potential promises alternative income for the
population, whose income is formed only from
agriculture. Although the COVID-19 pandemic
has caused significant restrictions in this area,
the easing of restrictions related to the COVID-
19 pandemic requires increased efforts by the
state and private sectors for the development of
this area. Since restrictions on the free move-
ment of people have been lifted in our republic
since 2022, broad prospects are opening up for
the development of agrotourism. The place and
role of agrotourism in general tourism in the Re-
public of Azerbaijan is reflected in the following
Table 1.

As can be seen from the table, there have
been specific changes in the number of tourists



visiting the country in 2019-2023. Thus, while
3,170,000 tourists visited the country, these vis-
its were also limited as a result of the COVID-19
pandemic. Thus, the number of tourists visiting

the country in 2023 was lower than the number
of tourists visiting the country in 2019. All this
significantly combines the effects of the pan-
demic.

Table 1 — Place and role of agrotourism in general tourism in the Republic of Azerbaijan

Total tourists Tourism Agrotourism . Agrotourism in-

Years (persons) revenue share (%) Agrotourists (people) come (thousand
(AZN) AZN)

2019 3170000 3000 15% 475,000 450
2020 795,000 1300 10% 79 500 130
2021 1 600 000 2100 12% 192,000 252
2022 1 650 000 2 600 13% 214,000 338
2023 2 000 000 3400 15% 300,000 510

Source: compiled by the author based on [8-11]

A similar trend was observed in the num-
ber of agrotourists. Thus, while 475,000 people
visited the country in 2019 for agrotourism, in
2020, at the height of the pandemic, this figure
decreased to 79,500 people, in other words,
compared to 2019, the number of people visiting
the country for agrotourism in 2020 decreased
by 83.3%. In 2021-2023, an increase in the
number of agrotourists was observed. In 2023,
300,000 people visited the country for agrotour-
ism. However, the number of tourists visiting the
country in 2023 had a special weight of 63%
compared to 2019. While in 2019, the share of
agrotourism in total tourism was 15%, the sharp-
est decrease occurred in 2020, which led to the
share of agrotourism in the structure of total
tourism reaching 10%. Until 2023, growth trends
in agrotourism in the structure of total tourism
were observed. In 2023, the share of agrotourism
in the country reached the 2019 indicator. When

we pay attention to the income from agrotourism,
we can conclude that in 2019 this indicator
reached 450 thousand AZN, and in 2020 a sharp
decrease was observed, and the amount of in-
come decreased to 130 thousand. In 2023, the
income from agrotourism amounted to 510 thou-
sand AZN, which is 13.3% more than in 2019.
There is a fairly wide potential for the de-
velopment of agrotourism in the regions of the
Republic of Azerbaijan. Thus, in addition to the
wide opportunities for the development of
agrotourism in Sheki-Zagatala, Guba-Khachmaz,
Lankaran-Astara, Ganja-Gazakh and the Na-
khchivan Autonomous Republic, the specializa-
tion areas of these regions also promise to be
quite attractive for both domestic and foreign
tourists. In this regard, the economic impact of
agrotourism on the development of the regions of
Azerbaijan is reflected in the following Table 2.

Table 2 — Economic impact of agrotourism on the development of regions of the Republic of Azerbaijan

Regional | Estimated | Estimated in- . The impact of specializa-
. Estimated | ..
Region share number of | come (thou- obs tion on the development
(%) visitors sand AZN) ) of agrotourism
Baku&Absheron 0 Farmers  markets, city-
12% 30,000 7 500 750 village tours
Sheki-Zagatala (including Beekeeping, fruit growing,
Gabala) 20% 50,000 12 500 1,250 rural guesthouses
Guba-Khachmaz Apple orchards, village
12% 30,000 7 500 750 festivals
Mountainous Shirvan 8% 20.000 5 000 500 Viticulture, ecotourism,
' rural life
Lankaran-Astara Tea and citrus groves,
15% 37,500 9375 938 agritourism
Ganja-Gazakh 10% 25 000 6 250 625 Winemaking, village festi-
' vals
Nakhchivan 6% 15,000 3750 375 Introducing farming
Other regions 17% 42,500 10 625 1,063 Various agriculture

Source: [8-11]
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From the analysis of the table, it can be
concluded that although the region with the
highest place in the development of tourism in
our republic in previous years was the Baku-
Absheron region, in 2025, rapid growth trends
were achieved in terms of the development of
agrotourism in Sheki-Zagatala. Thus, the share
of the Sheki-Zagatala economic region in
agrotourism was equal to 20%. In 2025, the larg-
est tourist influx was recorded in that region,
which reflected 50 thousand people. As a result
of all this, 1250 new jobs were created.

As mentioned above, the specialization of
the region has also played a special role in the
development of agrotourism. Thus, the Sheki-
Zagatala region, in addition to specializing main-
ly in beekeeping and fruit growing, also has a
fairly large network of restaurants and hotels, as
well as village guest houses. In Guba-Khachmaz,
the presence of apple orchards and the constant
holding of fruit festivals has played a special role
in the influx of tourists to this region.

One of the important points that deter-
mines the relatively low environmental impact of
agritourism is that people involved in tourism in
rural areas are also closely involved in other
technological processes, such as the production
and sale of agricultural products. In many cases,
the subtleties of national cuisine are used, and
this is continued in their future lifestyle. This is
especially attractive for tourists from abroad.
The experience of economically developed
countries of the world shows that Italy is one of
the countries that has gained great experience in
this area, namely in the development of agritour-
ism. Thus, agritourism has created a favorable
environment for the creation of new jobs in this
country, as well as the sustainable development
of various sectors of the country's economy. Ita-
ly is a country that occupies a leading position in
Europe in the development of agritourism, and
as a result of the development of this area, more
than 350 million dollars are earned annually.

Although agritourism activity gained rele-
vance in the period after the 1950s, especially in
European countries, in terms of ensuring the al-
ternative and diversification of economic devel-
opment, and also reflects one of the priority di-
rections of the state's economic policy, it should
be taken into account that the aforementioned
concept entered the scientific literature relatively
late — in the 1980s.

One of the important points that deter-
mines the place and role of agrotourism in the
diversification of economic development is that
the development of agrotourism is ensured by

fairly small investments. That is, the develop-
ment of agrotourism, unlike other types of tour-
ism, is carried out not by creating large-scale
hotels and directing large amounts of funds to
this area, but with relatively simple and small
financial resources. In the modern international
tourism industry, agrotourism is considered a
type of tourism with a fairly light, softer impact.
In fact, this means that agrotourism has a mini-
mal, that is, gentle and light impact on other are-
as of the economy, including the environment.
Thus, the aforementioned term, i.e. the concept
of agrotourism, was first introduced in 1983 by
the Mexican economist and ecologist Hector Ce-
ballos-Lascuren. Later, the socio-economic as-
pects of the aforementioned concept, as well as
the role it plays in the economy, were taken into
account as being of great importance in terms of
diversification of economic development, and it
was characterized as an aspect of diversification,
of the diversification of tourism itself, against
the background of the growing tourism industry
in the world as a whole.

One of the characteristics of agrotourism,
as well as one of the main aspects that play a
role in the diversification of economic develop-
ment, is that in the regions where agrotourism
activities are carried out, rural houses are mainly
the subject or object of agrotourism. This prac-
tice is especially widespread in the countries of
Northern Europe and North America. In our
opinion, the development of this practice in our
Republic is of great importance. Especially in
the regions of our republic that have a tourist
attraction, the process of receiving people in
separate houses and their settlement in those are-
as for a certain period of time creates conditions
for both taking full advantage of the natural
landscape and using the advantages of local cui-
sine, and also prevents people from taking their
funds beyond the borders of the country.

Summarizing all of this, it can be conclud-
ed that the place and role of agrotourism in eco-
nomic development also leads to increased eco-
nomic development, economic attractiveness,
and business and investment attractiveness in
that area [9]. As we mentioned above, agritour-
ism performs a unique dual function in the diver-
sification of economic development. One of
these dual functions is that agritourism plays an
important role in economic development in
terms of the creation of an additional new ser-
vice area and the entry of additional funds into
the state budget of the country. The second al-
ternative function it performs is that agritourism
simultaneously creates diversification within the



agricultural sector. As is known, in the current
conditions and in the past, the main area of em-
ployment and income for the rural population
has been agriculture. With the exception of agri-
culture, almost no other areas provide employ-
ment and income for the population living in ru-
ral areas. In this regard, the development of
agritourism can realize the opportunities for the
population living in rural areas to obtain income
from alternative sources. In this regard, agritour-
ism has unique advantages in terms of economic
development diversification, which include the
following. These advantages can also play a key
component in assessing the place and role of
agritourism in economic development:

- Agrotourism has the characteristic of
sustainable development, regardless of techno-
genic interventions;

- It is an environmentally friendly tourism
product in the tourism services market and plays
an important role in understanding the color of
the area and the nation;

- In addition to enabling the rural popula-
tion to achieve economic benefits, it creates fa-
vorable conditions for these benefits to act as a
long-term source of income;

- It plays an important role in adapting the
population to changing social conditions in rural
areas, providing employment and education;

- In terms of physical participation, this
type of tourism involves direct participation in
the production and sale of agricultural products.
In this regard, tourists participate in the collec-
tion of products;

- Agrotourism is multifaceted and can ef-
fectively adapt to all types of tourism.

Conclusions and prospects for further
research. Agrotourism, in addition to constitut-
ing a unique type of economic and tourism activ-
ity, also has its own specific characteristics. One
of these specific characteristics is related to its
location in rural areas. The changing natural and
climatic conditions of rural areas, as well as the
geographical conditions and recreational envi-
ronment in rural areas, encourage these areas to
become more attractive for the development of
agrotourism. One of the specific characteristics

CrarTd HagidLIa

mo penakuii : 19.01.2026 p.
CraTTa npuiiHaTa

mo apyky: 11.02.2026 p.

of agrotourism is the production of agricultural
products in areas with geographical potential for
agrotourism, as well as the participation of tour-
ists in technological processes related to the pro-
duction of agricultural products in these rural
areas, as well as in harvesting. Supporting the
development of agrotourism is able to create fa-
vorable conditions for increasing the income of
the population in regions with tourism potential,
ensuring employment of the population and pre-
venting unemployment.
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