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TOWARDS COMBATING THE ILLS OF THE PRESENT DAY NIGERIA

Y cmammi poskpumo Hosuil nioxio 00 po3yMiHHA U NOACHEHHS NPUYUH, WO CMOSAMb 3d
nepesaNicaduM cb0200HI pigHeM Hebesnexu, xopynyii i iHwux Heoonixie y Hieepii. 3pobneno
cnpoby eusuumu Kopynyiro wooo nioepcmea 6 Hieepii, eudinuswu cneyughiuni npobaemu
CYCNIbHO-NONIMU4YH020 Kaacy. binvwicms aux, wo menep icHylOmMb Y KpaiHi, GUKIUKAHI AK
BHYMPIUWIHbOI0, MAK [ 2100aANIbHON CMPYKMYPHOK HECnpasediugicmioo, wo npuzeena 00
eKOHOMIUHOI eKkcniyamayii, 6i0Hocmi, 6e3pobimms, 3108HCUBAHL HA BUOOPAX, BUKPAOAHHS N0O0El,
030pO€EH020 N02paby8aHHs, COYIANbHOI He3axuweHocmi U THWUX HeOOoNiKie, AKi 3a80anu 30UMmKYy
EeKOHOMIYI Kpainu.

Knrouoei cnoea: nenadiiinicms, Kopynyis, Hecnpageonusicmos, OUCKPUMIHAYIS, MAMeEPIai3M.

B cmamve packpvisaemcs HO8bill HOOX00 K NOHUMAHUIO U OOBACHEHUIO NPUYUH, CIOAWUX 3d
npeodnacarowum ce200Hs YpPOSHeM ONACHOCMU, KOoppynyuu u oOpyaux nopokos 6 Hueepuu.
IIpeonpunama noneimka u3yuums KOppYNyuro 6 omuouienuu audepcmea 6 Hueepuu, evioenus
cneyuguueckue  npobiemvl  00WjecmeeHHO-noIUmMmuYecko2o  kuacca.  boavwuncmeo  6eo,
Cywecmeyowux 6 cmpame 8 Hacmosujee 8peMs, 6bl36AHO KAK 6HYMPEeHHell, MAaK U 2100a1bHOU
CMPYKMYPHOU  HeCnpageoIu8oCmplo, KOMOpAds npugeid K 9KOHOMUHECKOU IKCHIyamayuu,
beonocmu, 6e3pabomuye, 310ynompeONeHUsM HA 8blO0PAX, NOXUWEHUIO TH00€l, BOOPYIHCEHHOMY
epabesicy, coyuanbHou He3aWueHHOCMU U Opy2umM NOPOKaMm, KOmopule HaHecau yujepo s5KOHOMUKe
CMpanul.

Kniwouegvie cnosa: mnenaoedxcnocms, KOppYynyus, HeCnpageoIu8ocms, OUCKPUMUHAYUSA,
mMamepuanusm.

The article develops a new approach towards understanding and explaining the causes
behind the prevailing level of insecurity, corruption and other vices in Nigeria today. The paper has
attempted to examine corruption with regard to leadership in Nigeria, highlighting the peculiar
problems with the socio-political class in Nigeria. There is hardly any facet of the social, economic
or political life of this country that is not immune to the menace of corruption. Most of the ills
plaguing the nation at present stemmed from both internal and global structural injustices, which
had led to economic exploitation, poverty, unemployment, electoral malpractice, kidnapping/armed
robbery, social insecurity and other vices which has mared the economy of the country.

Key words: Insecurity, Corruption, Injustice, Discrimination, Materialism.

Economic and political freedom has always been the main issue of concern for the
developing countries. Nigeria continues to struggle with what seems to be an elusive goal of
political and economic freedom. Nigeria has been a victim of both internal and external
criminal cartels, indulging in corrupt practices. The federal government expressed its
determination to address illicit financial flows as they serve as major impediment to our
national progress.

Mechanism that will assist in combating illegal activities in the oil sector, involving oil
theft that has become a serious threat to the national economy and security, and combating
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illicit financial flows across international boarders has always been an issue of concern.

The parlous state of our nation is a real cause for concern. The greater worry comes
from bribery and corruption. Several dimensions of these ills has been mentioned and
treated, as it is practically impossible to treat all of them in one article.

In 2013, Transparency International deemed Nigeria one of the most corrupt nations in
the world. This was confirmed when in 2013, the Central Bank of Nigeria reported that 76%
of the country’s crude oil revenue intended for the bank was unaccounted for. The most
currently released result on the level of corruption in Nigeria indicate that it has improved
when compared to that of 2013 and other years. In the 2014 result on corruption ranking,
Nigeria was ranked 136 out of 174 surveyed countries. This implies that Nigeria is the 38"
most corrupted nation in 2014. The result was published by Transparency International on
Wednesday 3™ December, 2014.

Corruption is one of the greatest problems confronting many nations in recent times.
Corruption in Nigeria has become endemic and systematically threatening the very
foundation of our national life, security and democracy. There are several economic and
sociological reasons which bear on the question and appear to have significantly influenced
the rampant increase in bribery and corruption in Nigeria. Eze (2009) affirms that corruption
has assumed an enigmatic position in Nigeria and invariably difficult to explain. Corruption
runs completely counter to our value system, as it rewards those who do not play by the
rules and also creates its own system of patronage, where the national resources are shared
out by a group of bourgeoisie, who call themselves the elites, while the majority of the
masses are trapped in poverty.

When it comes to tackling corruption, the international community has unfortunately
looked the other way for too long. In attempt to tackle this evil, the United Nation has taken
the bull by the horn by organizing a summit in London, christened “Anti-corruption, 2016.
Even in Nigeria, tackling corruption has been a defining feature of the present
administration. Upon assuming office on May, 29" 2015, the regime made fighting bribery
and corruption as a priority to the pillars of his administration, by declaring zero tolerance
for corrupt practices. As the present government is attempting to combat it, we are
expecting leadership by example. The government has recovered a reasonable amount of
money stolen by previous administration.

In other words, it is sad that we have not had any committed leader who has articulated
a clear-cut and well-thought-out goal, objectives and programmes for this country. On ways
out of corruption our leaders have always been products of cheap compromise. They amass
wealth uncontrollably, aiding and abetting the dubious contractors that saw them to power
in their evil proclivities. While this goes on, the people stagnate deplorably in unbearable
poverty” (Fanon, 1982:134). This paper is not intended to indict any individual or group.
Rather we tried to present some forms of corruption that emanate from Nigeria and give
some recommendation to overcome or directly combat this phenomenon as it is harmful to
the country’s economic and social development. Different forms of corruption manifest
itself in Nigeria. It is protected by certain interest groups, political-parties. Civil servants,
businessmen/women, and individuals who patronize corruption. Corruption according to
Krasniqi (2013) have other facets; financial corruptions, crime, moral/material, social and
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spiritual corruption. Empower by god fatherrrism, nepotism, extortion, preferential
treatment, abuse of office, mismanagement of public fund forgery etc. these forms of
corruption can be seen in almost every where including governmental institutions.
Corruption has come to stay and we are taking it as a normal way of life despite the adverse
effects. Corruption has a lot of negative impacts on our nations economic growth.

The moral reproach which corruption attracts has ceased or is no longer sufficient
deterrence to corruption as people with questionable and ill-gotten wealth are admired and
highly respected in the society. This is one of the reasons why corruption is termed to be the
major cause of insecurity in Nigeria. As people are doing everything humanly possible to
get money. Majority of Nigerians want to do exploits, achieve greatness, and break records
and be fulfilled without hard work. We therefore suggest that the Nigerian government
should find everlasting solutions to crises while giving top priority to eradicating corruption
in its transformation agenda.

The police belong to an organ of the government responsible for maintaining law and
order and also protect the lives and properties of the citizens. Bribery and corruption is a
phenomenon which seems to have settled comfortably with our men/women in the police
force. We have often times recorded instances where the police derive pleasure in violating
the human, rights which they are supposed to protect. This can come in form of humiliation,
abuse and intimidation of individuals in public places. In Nigeria today, it appears that one
can do anything and go free as long as one is ready to settle the police. The police can be
bought over at anytime. They collect bribes in public places without fear. They collect
money from motorists. Bribe-taking is already a cancer-worm within the rank and files of
the Nigerian police. It has become fashionable for retired criminals to join the police so as
to steal officially with the uniform assigned to them. About four years ago, the Nigerian
police force was reported to have made over 2 billion naira from the application fees paid by
unemployed young men and women who applied to join the police force but were never
recruited. The inability of the Nigerian police to ameliorate the security crisis in Nigeria has
resulted to excessive kidnapping incidences, high rate of politically inclined Kkillings,
uncontrollable electoral violence leading to loss of many lives; ethno-religious violence that
claims thousands of lives, many ritual murder oriented killings, without police trace.
Atrocities of Fulani herdsmen without police interference, cultism related killings in many
tertiary institutions of Nigeria and armed robberies operations in urban and rural areas of
this country that are hardly checkmated etc due to the laissez-faire attitude of our men and
women in the police force. Unlawful arrest is another money-making venture which the
police embark upon. To combat their activities, that arm of the government needs to be
totally overhauled. When this is done, Nigerians are bound to have a sigh of relief.

Examination malpractice is one of the areas where corruption has manifested itself. It
is a serious problem plaguing our education system in Nigeria today. Examination
malpractice occur in many forms; impersonation writing from outside the examination hall
and more recently the use of mobile phones. Nwarukwe affirms that the mobile phones and
other communication gadgets in a way have not only facilitated malpractice, but has
revolutionalized it in the school system. The students collaborate to cheat in exams. The
corrupt supervisors and invigilators extract money from students and allow them to commit
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this offence. Gboyega further affirmed that assessment of students should be handled with
all level of sincerity to redeem the image of public examination in Nigeria such that only
students ability would be the explanation for the performance.

One should not loose sight of the way and manner elections are conducted in Nigeria.
It beats my imagination of what will befall a country of over 140 million people that are not
allowed to elect their leaders democratically. It is a litany of woes recounting the atrocities
many politicians committed by the way they initiated the conduct of political elections. Our
electoral system does not encourage honest and patriotic individuals to contest or aspire for
political positions.

Some serious actions must be taken in order to curb electoral malpractices in Nigeria.
The government must ensure that the electoral commissions were provided with the
necessary administrative materials that would enable them carry out their duties effectively.
Electoral offences should attract stiffer penalties including long jail terms to serve as
deterrent to potential corrupt official. After the jail term they should be forced to refund all
stolen money.

The present trend of events in the country has shown that a greater number of youths
are unemployed. Unemployment is a situation whereby an individual is not gainfully
employed or is not engaged in any meaningful economic activity. It is a stressful and an
agonizing condition of joblessness. It is quite sympathetic that major streets and towns
throughout the country are filled with young university graduates and school leavers of
different cadres looking for jobs which are not forthcoming. It is quite a pity that
unemployment has become the nightmare and the leering bugbear of every youth in our
country. A youth bemoans his fate when he foresees the inevitability of job hunting once he
graduates.

Crimes and other vices have increased tremendously as a result of joblessness among
school leavers. Such crimes include; stealing, armed robbery, prostitution, kidnapping etc.
To combat unemployment, the youths should be adviced to read professional courses that
will make them to be job givers instead of being job seekers. The government on the other
hand should create job opportunities and also reduce the rate of crimes associated with
idleness. The youths should be educated on the dangers of being political thugs.

When we talk about the ills of Nigerian society, armed robbery is one of the social
vices that has claimed the lives of many innocent people in our society. We have heard
many cases of armed robbery on our high ways, market places, our homes and many other
places. It is a very serious problem as there is a feeling of insecurity everywhere. We have
heard several cases of day light robbery, killing and car snatching on our street and high
ways. The most devastating aspect of this menace is that the rubbers do not only come to
steal and Kill, they have on several occasions raped women in the presence of their husbands
and young girls in the presence of their parents. Many a time armed-robbers serve as hired-
killers. These things are happening because our society is crazy about wealth and material
acquisition.

Prostitution is one of the most serious ills of our present day Nigeria. It has been an age
long profession which ironically had continually won the hearts of ladies and young girls of
different ages in our society. Nowadays, the business of prostitution is so flourishing that
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even secondary school girls have joined the bandwagon. Prostitution among young girls in
Nigeria comes in different forms. The first is referred to as “tapping” (secret prostitution).
This happens when a young school leaver, undergraduate or an unemployed graduate
declares herself a part-time prostitute (husband snatcher) by entangling herself with a
married man or a man old enough to be his father, (Sugar daddy) because of material gain
(Nwarukwe 2009).

There are several sociological and economic reasons that have significantly influenced
the increase in prostitution among our young girls and the ladies in Nigeria. One may begin
by considering the fact that a lot of young graduates from various higher institutions of
learning and even the secondary school level remain unemployed several years after
graduation. As these young girls remain in the labour market for so long, they sometimes
find solace in getting involved in the dirty job in order to make ends meet.

Sexual abuse is one of the present ills of our present day Nigeria. It is another crude
violence against women and girls in our society. It can be defined as an unwanted sexual
approach and threats. Akanle (2010) asserts that sexual harassment or abuse is the act of
forcing or attempting to force an individual through violence. Measures to eradicate this evil
act is limited. In our society today, sexual harassment is used to trap women; it can also be
used as means of exerting and maintaining power over women in different places
Chukwejekwu (2010). Sexual harassment manifest in different forms: the first is by physical
conduct of sexual act, such as touching, rubbing, patting, or brushing against an employee.
Another aspect is verbal conduct such as tricky and logical persuasions which necessitates
unwanted sexual advances. In recent years, evidence of worldwide child abuse and neglect
has been growing and today there is a mountain of such evidence that can no longer be
denied or ignored. The fact remains that many parents pay insufficient attention to their
children and many a time are forced to embark on forceful treatment or an abuse. Children
are victims of all manner of abuses. It is in recognition of the plight of children and the need
to protect them that there exist local and international laws and conventions aimed at
preventing and protecting against child abuse and neglect. They include the Nigerian child
right act, united nations convection on the rights of the child, African union charter on the
rights and welfare of the child, international Labour organization convention on child
labour, united nations protocol to prevent, suppress and punish trafficking in persons,
trafficking persons (prohibition) law enforcement and administration act, etc. children the
world over , have continued to suffer from different degrees of harmful actions or inactions
from adults. This therefore, is what has generally known as child abuse. According to
Ambrose (2001) child abuse is the deliberate and willful injury of a child by a guardian
either by hitting beating with belt , cord , or other implement slamming against a wall,
burning with cigarettes, scalding with hot water, locking in a dungeon, torturing, sexually
abusing and even killing. It involves active and hostile aggressive physical treatment. While
neglect means the act of paying insufficient attention to the child’s needs.

There is a rapid increase in church involvement in corrupt practices in Nigeria today.
The problems facing our nation are enormous as a result of economic hardship, political
propaganda and religious persecution. The temptation to abandon the truth and compromise
with evil is becoming the order of the day among Christians. The slogan to justify their
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unfaithfulness is “if you cannot beat them, you join them”. Many people in our society
today believe erroneously that suffering is as a result of sin and prosperity is the reward for
righteousness. In our society to day, the truth is left unspoken, especially when these
involved men/women of authority. This should not deter us from speaking the gospel truth.
We must learn to call corruption by its rightful name and admit the fact that every aspect of
our societal life is corrupt. We should not be ignorant of the implications of what is
happening in our society today as a result of corrupt practices.

From the foregoing analysis, the problems affecting our nation are diverse and
complicated, ranging from political, economic, moral to ideological. These challenges are
what Nigeria is facing for some time now. To ignore any of the problems would result to
total collapse of Nigeria as a nation. The government should enact anti corruption crusade
and other governmental initiatives. It is believed that the situations of the country will get
better if these solutions are put into action by both the government and citizens of Nigeria.
In conclusion the only way to combat the ills of the present day Nigeria is that all those
occupying leadership positions at all levels in the country would need to imbibe the tenets
of accountability, probity and transparency if Nigeria is to rid herself of corruption.
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Yapnv3z Hapykee
Y HAIPSIMKY 10 BOPOTHBHU 3 INXAMM B CYYACHIN HITEPII

Baxxke cranoBumie Hirepii € peaqpbHOI0 MPUUYMHOIO JJIS 3aHEMOKoeHHs. Haiibinbiie
3aHETIOKOEHHS BUKJIMKAe XabapHUITBO U kopymilisa. Y 2013 p. Hirepiro BU3HaHO OJHIEIO 3
HalOUIbII KOpyMIIOBaHMX KpaiH cBity. Kopynuis B Hirepii 3arpoxye camum OCHOBaM
HaI[lOHAJIBHOTO JKUTTS, Oe3MeKu il neMokparii. IcCHye Kibka €KOHOMIUHHUX 1 COLIOJIOTTYHHUX
MIPUYMH, K1 CIIPABWIIM 3HAYHUN BIUIMB Ha 3pOCTaHHS XabapHHUIITBA i kKopymii B Hirepii. Ll
dbopMHU KOpPYIIIi MOKHA CIIOCTEPIraT Mailke CKpi3b, BKIIOUAIOUHU JIep>KaBHI1 ycTaHOBH. Lle
BUMAaraHHs, Ha/JIaHHS IMiJIBTOBUX JIKYBaHHS, 37I0BXUBAaHHI MOCAJOBUMHU MOBHOBAXCHHSIMH,
HEIUIbOBOMY BUTpayaHHI rpoMajacbkoro (ouay Tomo. Kopymiiisi BBaXaeTbcs rOJIOBHOIO
MIPUIMHOIO BiJICYTHOCTI Oe3neku B Hirepii.

[Tomimist HaleXuUTh [0 YPSAAOBUX OpraHbiB, WLIO0 BIANOBIIA€ 3a MIATPUMKY
MIPAaBOMOPSAKY, a TAKOXK 32 3aXHCT JKUTTS 1 MaiiHa rpomanasH. [lopylieHHs mpaB JIOAWMHA
MOJKE€ MPOSABIATUCS y (OpMI NPUHMKEHHS, *OPCTOKOTO IMOBO/DKEHHS Ta 3aJSIKyBaHHS
OKpeMux 0ci0 y rpomajncbkux micusx. Crorogaui B Hirepii, sk BUIA€ThCs, MOXKHA POOUTH
BCE€, I1I0 3aBrOJIHO, 1 BUWTHU Ha CBOOOMY, AKIIO TUIBKA MOXKHA JOMOBHUTHCS 3 TOJIIIEIO.
[Tomnimiro MOKHA KyUTH B OY/Ib-SKHIA Yac, 6€3 ocTpaxy 30UparoThes Xxabapi B rpOMaIChKIX
Micisax. He3gaTHICTh HIrepiichbKoi Mmouiiii moM’sKIUTHA Kpu3y B ramysi Oesmeku B Hirepii
npu3BeNia 0 HAAMIPHUX BUMAJAKIB BHUKPAJICHHS JIOACH, BHCOKOTO YHWClIa BOWBCTB 3
MOJIITUYHUX MOTHBIB, HEKOHTPOJIBHOBAHOI'O HACWIIbCTBA, L0 Bele A0 3arubeni OaraThbox
JIIOJIEH.

He MoxHa BUIycKaTH 3 yBaru Te, sIK 1 SIKUM YMHOM NpPOBOASTHCS BuOopu B Hirepii.
Baxxko ysButH, mo Oyze 3 kKpaiHoto 3 HaceneHHsM Ounbiie 140 MiTbHOHIB YOJOBIK, SIK1M HE
JO3BOJIAIOTH OOpaTH CBOIX JiJepiB JAEMOKpaTHYHUM HUIAXoM. 3adikcoBaHo OaraTo
BHITQJIKIB 3JIOBKMBaHb JCAKHX IMOMITHKIB. Bubopua cucrema He 3a0X04ye€ YECHHUX 1
NaTPIOTUYHUX JIFOJIe 0 y4acTi y BHOOpax a00 mparHeHHs OOIMHATH MOJITUYHI MOCTH.
Heo6ximHO BXUTH CEpHO3HUX 3aXOIB MO0 MPUIIMHEHHS 3JI0BXMBaHb Ha BHOOpax B
Hirepii. VYpsa wmae 3a0e3nmeuntd HaJaHHA BHOOPYMM  KOMICISIM  HEOOXITHHX
aJIMIHICTPaTUBHUX MaTepiaiiB, sAKi J03BoMMIM O iM e(deKTUBHO BUKOHYBaTH CBOIl
000B’SI3KH.

Ha »xanp, 1 B HamioHanpHIH cuctemi ocBiTH Hirepii iCHyIOTh cepilo3Hi mpoOiaemu.
Ex3amenariiiina HenbamiicTb 3ycTpidaeTbesi B Oaratbox (opMax: HAamUCAHHS 3-3a MEXKaMH
eK3aMeHalliitHOT 3aJIi, BUKOPUCTaHHS MOOUTbHUX TenedoHiB. OLIHKY y4YHIB CIiJ MPOBOJAUTH
3 yCI€I0 IHUPICTIO, 3 TUM II00 BiHOBHTH IMIIK JAep)kaBHOTO icriuty B Hirepii, Tak mo0
TIUIBKH 3A10HOCTI YUHIB MOTJIM CIYXKHTH MOSICHEHHSIM PE3YJbTaTiB.

Buknukae 3anenokoeHHsi ctan 0e3po6itTst B Hirepii. Bukinkae ramboke crmiBYyTTS
TOM (haKT, 10 BETUKI BYJIHII 1 MiCcTa MO BCiM KpaiHl 3allOBHEHI MOJIOJUMH BUITYCKHHUKAMHU
VHIBEPCUTETIB 1 BHITyCKHHUKAMH IIKUI, $Ki IIyKalOTh pPoOOOTYy 3a OCBITOIO, $AKOi HE
nepenoavyaeThes.

Hirepist mpogoBxye 60pOTHCS 3a MOJITUYHY Ta €KOHOMIUHY cBoOony. DenepanbHuit
ypsAI 3asABUB IPO CBOIO PIlIy4icTh OOPOTHCS 3 HE3aKOHHUMHU (DiIHAHCOBHMH TOTOKaMH,
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OCKIJIbKM BOHH € CEpHO3HOI0 MEPENIKOI0I0 Ha NIIAXY HAI[IOHAIBLHOTO PO3BUTKY.
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