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Problem statement. Income inequality is one of the key socio-economic problems of the Republic of
Moldova, which directly affects citizens' access to quality education. Uneven income distribution leads to
significant disparities in educational opportunities, especially among representatives of low-income groups
and residents of rural regions. This situation threatens social mobility, exacerbates structural economic im-
balances and limits the long-term development of the country's human capital. The purpose of the study is
to analyze the relationship between the level of income of the population and the availability of educational
services in the Republic of Moldova, identify the main barriers to quality education for different social
groups and develop recommendations for reducing the negative impact of economic inequality on the edu-
cation sector. The object of the study is the income distribution system and its impact on the availability of
education in Moldova, as well as state regulation mechanisms aimed at overcoming educational inequality.
Research methods. The research used methods of economic and statistical analysis, comparative analysis of
educational and socio-economic indicators, correlation and regression analysis to determine the relationship
between income level and access to education, as well as an expert survey on the impact of state policy on
the educational sphere. Research hypothesis. Inequality in income of the population is one of the main rea-
sons for unequal access to education in the Republic of Moldova. Increasing state funding for education, in
particular through social support programs for low-income families, will help reduce the gap in educational
opportunities between different segments of the population. Presentation of the main materials. Analysis of
statistical data confirms significant disparities in the level of educational opportunities between the urban
and rural population. Poverty significantly limits access to higher education, and also affects the quality of
schooling. State education support programs have a certain positive effect, but do not completely solve the
problem of social inequality. It was found that countries with similar economic conditions apply more ef-
fective mechanisms for supporting education through scholarship programs, financial assistance to students
and investments in the development of educational infrastructure. Originality and practical significance of
the study. The scientific novelty of the work lies in the comprehensive approach to assessing the impact of
income inequality on access to education using quantitative and qualitative methods of analysis. The practi-
cal significance lies in the formulation of recommendations for improving state policy in the field of educa-
tion in order to ensure equal access to educational institutions for all segments of the population. Conclu-
sions and prospects for further research. The results of the study confirm the existence of a direct relation-
ship between income level and access to quality education in the Republic of Moldova. The high level of
economic inequality negatively affects the educational opportunities of low-income citizens. Further re-
search should be aimed at assessing the effectiveness of specific policy measures aimed at reducing educa-
tional inequality, as well as at developing new mechanisms for financing education adapted to the economic
realities of the country.
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eKOHOMIYHHX mpobseM PecmyOmnikum MonmoBa, mo 0Oe3mocepeHs0 BINIMBAE Ha JOCTYN TPOMAASH 0
SIKICHOT OCBITH. HepiBHOMIpHUH pO3MOILT TOXOIIB MIPH3BOANTH 10 3HAYHUX JTHUCIIPOTIOPIIIN Y MOKITHBOCTSX
3000YTTS OCBITH, OCOONMBO cepell NMPEeACTaBHUKIB Maj03a0e3leYeHnX BEPCTB HACENCHHS Ta JKHUTEINIB
cinbcpkux perioHiB. Taka cuTyalisi 3arpoXxye colliaigbHili MOOUTEHOCTI, MOCKIIIOE CTPYKTYpPHI €KOHOMIUHi
mucOanancd Ta 0OMeXye JOBTOCTPOKOBHH PO3BHTOK JIFOJCHKOTO KarliTamy Kpainu. Mema 0ocniodcenHs —
MpOaHaNi3yBaTH B3a€MO3B’SI30K MK pIBHEM JOXOIB HAaceJleHHS Ta JOCTYIHICTIO OCBITHIX mochyr y Pec-
nmyOmini MosnoBa, BU3HaYUTH OCHOBHI Oap’€py Ha IUIAXY [0 SIKICHOT OCBITH AJISl Pi3HUX COLIABHUX TPyl
Ta po3pOOUTH peKOMEH/AIT MO0 3MEHIIIEHHS HETaTUBHOTO BIUIMBY €KOHOMIYHOI HEPIBHOCTI HA OCBITHIO
chepy. 06 ’ekmom 0ocnioxncenHs € cuCTeMa PO3MOJIUTY JOXOIB Ta ii BIUTMB HA JOCTYIHICTH OCBITH B MoI-
JIOBi, a TaKOXX MEXaHi3MH JAEP:KaBHOTO PETyIIOBAaHHS, CIPSIMOBAaHI Ha MOJOJAHHS OCBITHHOI HEPIBHOCTI.
Memoou Oocnioocenns. Y Tpoueci HOCHIIKEHHS BUKOPUCTaHO METOOU EKOHOMiKO-CTaTUCTUYHOTO
aHamizy, KOMIIApaTUBHUI aHalli3 OCBITHIX 1 COIIaJIbHO-€KOHOMIYHMUX TIOKAa3HHKIB, KOPEISIiitHO-
perpeciiiHuii aHasi3 Ui BU3HAYECHHS B3a€MO3B’SI3Ky MiXK PiBHEM JO0XO/IB Ta AOCTYIIOM /IO OCBITH, 8 TAKOXK
eKCIIepTHE OMUTYBaHHs IOJ0 BIUIMBY AEPKaBHOI MOJITHKH HA OCBITHIO cepy. [ inomesa 00CuiodceHHs..
HepiBHicTh y H0X0Hax HACENEHHS € OJHIEI0 3 OCHOBHUX MPUYHH HEPIBHOTO JOCTYITy 10 OCBiTH B Pecmy0-
miti MonmoBa. 30inmbIIeHHST Aep)kaBHOTO (iHAHCYBaHHS OCBITH, 30KpeMa dYepe3 MPOTpaMH COIiadbHOI
MiATPUMKH Mano3abe3nevyeHnx ciMeid, CIpUsITHME 3MEHIICHHIO PO3PHBY B OCBITHIX MOXKIIMBOCTAX MiX Pi3-
HUMHU BEPCTBAMH HAceleHHS. Bukiao ocHosHux mamepianig. AHaN3 CTAaTUCTUYHHUX TaHUX IMIATBEPIKYE
3HAYHI JUCTIPOTIOPIIi Y PiBHI OCBITHIX MOMJIMBOCTEH MiXK MICBKAM Ta CUTHCHKUM HaceleHHsSM. bimHicTh
3HaYHO OOMEXYE JOCTYII J0 BHUIIOI OCBITH, a TAKOX BIUIMBAE Ha SIKICTh IIKUILHOI MiAroTOBKH. JlepxaBHi
MpOTpaMy MiATPUMKH OCBITH MarOTh TICBHUH MO3UTUBHUN €(EKT, aje He TOBHICTIO BUPIUIYIOTh MpobiIeMy
comiaabHOI HEpiBHOCTI. BusABIEHO, MO KpaiHW 3 aHAIOTIYHUMH €KOHOMIYHUMH YMOBaMH 3aCTOCOBYIOTH
e(eKTHBHIII MeXaHi3MH MIATPUMKH OCBITH Yepe3 CTHIICHIIaNbHI Mporpamu, (iHaHCOBY JOMOMOTY CTY-
JICHTaM Ta 1HBECTHUIIIi Y PO3BUTOK OCBITHBOI IHPPACTPYKTYPH. OpucinaivHicme i NPAKMuyHa 3HAYYWICMb
docniddcennsi. HaykoBa HOBHM3HAa POOOTH TONATAE y KOMIDIEKCHOMY TiJXOJi JO OIHIOBaHHS BILTUBY
HEpIBHOCTI OXOJIIB HA JIOCTYII IO OCBITH 13 3aCTOCYBaHHSM KUIBKICHHX i SIKICHUX MeTOAiB aHami3y. [Ipak-
TUYHA 3HAYYIIICTh MOJSrac y GOpMyBaHHI peKOMEHAALiN MI0A0 BJOCKOHAJECHHS P KaBHOI TONITHKH Y
cdepi 0CBITH 3 METOIO 3a0€3MEeUYCHHsI PIBHOTO JOCTYITY [0 HaBYAJIBHUX 3aKJIaJiB JJIs BCiX BEPCTB HACEJICH-
HS. Buchosku ma nepcnexmugu nooanvuuux 0o0caiodiceHs. Pe3ynbTaTH JOCTIDKEHHS ITATBEPIKYIOTH
ICHYBaHHS MPSIMOTO 3B’S3KY M)XK PiBHEM JIOXOJIiB 1 JOCTYIOM JI0 SKicHOi ocBiTh B PecmyOumini Momosa.
Bucokwii piBeHb €KOHOMIYHOI HEPIBHOCTI HETATHBHO BILTUBAE HAa OCBITHI MOYJIMBOCTI Mano3abe3neyeHux
rpomansH. llogamemni mocmipkeHHS MarOTh OyTH CHpPSMOBaHI Ha OINHKY €()eKTHBHOCTI KOHKPETHHX
MOJIITHYHUX 3aXO0JIiB, CIIPSIMOBAaHUX Ha 3HIDKEHHS OCBITHHOI HEPIBHOCTI, 8 TAKOX Ha PO3pOOKY HOBUX Me-
XaHi3MiB (JiHAaHCYBaHHS OCBITH, aJIAITOBAHUX JI0 EKOHOMIYHUX peaiiii KpaiHu.
Kurovogi ciioBa:
HEPIBHICTb, AOXIiJI, SIKICHA OCBITa, MEXaHi3MH (piHAHCYBaHHS OCBITH, EKOHOMIiYHI (JaKTOPH.
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Formulation of the problem. Income in-
equality is one of the greatest economic and so-
cial challenges facing the Republic of Moldova
in the current context. Economic disparities be-
tween different social groups create barriers to
access to education, an essential factor for indi-
viduals' personal and professional development.
Although primary and secondary education is
theoretically free, more and more families are
forced to invest resources in private tutoring and
additional courses, and access to higher educa-
tion increasingly depends on household financial
resources. In this context, income inequality be-
comes a major obstacle to social mobility, keep-
ing segments of the population in a state of so-
cial and economic exclusion.

In the Republic of Moldova, the Gini coef-
ficient has experienced fluctuations in recent
years. Recent data indicate a growing trend in
economic inequality, a phenomenon amplified

by factors such as accelerated inflation and the
economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.
These inequalities have direct effects on access
to education, especially in rural areas and among
the poorest citizens. Additionally, wage dispari-
ties between economic sectors and regions deep-
en these differences, negatively impacting the
educational opportunities of younger generations.

Analysis of recent research and publica-
tions. In this research, various scientific methods
were applied, including literature analysis, the
comparative method, and scientific abstraction,
which allowed for a proper understanding and
deepening of the studied phenomenon. Another
important tool used was the inductive method,
through which generalizations were made based
on concrete examples, thus contributing to the
formulation of relevant conclusions regarding
the investigated topic.



The informational support for the research
consists of various sources, including national
and international scientific publications, statisti-
cal data provided by the National Bureau of Sta-
tistics (NBS), the Ministry of Education and Re-
search of the Republic of Moldova, information
from the World Bank and the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), as well as
other relevant resources in the field of study.

The purpose of the article is to analyze
the relationship between the level of income of
the population and the availability of educa-
tional services in the Republic of Moldova, iden-
tify the main barriers to quality education for
different so-cial groups and develop recommen-
dations for reducing the negative impact of eco-
nomic inequality on the education sector.

Presentation of the main material. A key
indicator used to measure income inequality is
the Gini coefficient. It ranges from 0 to 1, where
0 represents a perfectly equitable distribution of
income, and 1 indicates extreme inequality.
Globally, the values of this coefficient have var-
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ied significantly in recent years, reflecting eco-
nomic disparities between regions of the world.
In 2023, some of the lowest values were record-
ed in European countries such as Slovenia and
Slovakia, which had Gini coefficients below 0.3,
indicating a relatively equitable distribution of
income. In contrast, countries such as South Af-
rica and Namibia had values exceeding 0.5, sig-
naling deep economic inequalities [6].

In the Republic of Moldova, the dynamics
of the Gini coefficient has experienced fluctuat-
ing developments over the last decade. Initially,
a decrease was observed, suggesting a temporary
reduction in inequality. However, since 2018,
the coefficient has been steadily rising, reaching
0.3356 in 2023. This trend reflects a worsening
of income disparities, explainable by the effects
of the COVID-19 pandemic on vulnerable
households and by the accelerated inflation of
recent years, particularly the increase in the cost
of living, which has disproportionately affected
households in the lower quintiles.

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

e Gini coefficient according to disposable income

Figure 1 — Dynamics of the Gini coefficient for disposable income in the Republic of Moldova
from 2010 to 2023
Source: elaborated by the author based on NBS data [1]

At the same time, recent data shows that
the income of the wealthiest 10% of the popula-
tion exceeds that of the poorest 10% by 9.2
times. This gap is also visible within income
quintiles, where the fifth quintile (the wealthiest
20%) earns more than five times the income of
the first quintile (the poorest 20%) [1].

Income inequalities in the Republic of
Moldova are further exacerbated by wage dispar-
ities between sectors and regional differences. In
2023, the average salary in the agricultural sec-
tor, at 7,952 lei, represented only 65.1% of the
national average salary. In contrast, salaries in
the information and communication sector were
2.7 times higher than the national average, indi-
cating a concentration of income in high value-

added sectors. In sectors with the highest sala-
ries, such as information technology and finan-
cial activities, the differences between the lowest
and highest incomes exceed a ratio of 4:1.

Regionally, economic disparities are even
more pronounced. In 2021, Chisinau contributed
60.4% to the national GDP, while the North and
South regions contributed only 15.3% and 7%,
respectively. These disparities reflect not only
economic concentration in the capital but also
the lack of economic and development opportu-
nities in rural areas, which are frequently affect-
ed by forced migration in search of better living
conditions.

Income inequality in the Republic of Mol-
dova is determined, on one hand, by disparities
in disposable income and the lack of quality
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jobs, especially in rural areas, and on the other
hand, by the low efficiency of the redistribution
mechanisms within the fiscal and social protec-
tion systems.

Income inequality influences access to ed-
ucation in the Republic of Moldova. Although
primary and secondary public education is theo-
retically free, families increasingly allocate re-
sources for tutoring and supplementary courses
in an attempt to compensate for the decline in
the quality of education. Meanwhile, access to
higher education is becoming more dependent on
household financial resources. In the 2023-2024
academic year, approximately 70% of students
were enrolled on a fee-paying basis, with a con-
tinuous increase in the costs of higher education,
creating an increasing financial burden for fami-
lies [4]. These expenses are largely borne by
households in the upper quintile of the popula-
tion, thus reinforcing existing economic ine-
qualities. In this context, higher education risks
becoming more of a commodity than a universal
right, limiting access for individuals from low-
income households to educational opportunities
for their personal and professional development.

Inequality in access to education has pro-
found effects on the labor market, contributing to
the reinforcement of socio-economic disparities.
A low level of education increases the risk of
employment in the informal sector, where wages
are lower and social protection is almost nonex-
istent [5]. Additionally, access to jobs varies sig-
nificantly depending on the region of residence,
with the unemployment rate being much higher
in rural areas, where economic opportunities are
more limited. In these areas, unemployment and

informal work are much more frequent. Fur-
thermore, discrimination based on gender and
disability represents significant barriers that limit
equitable access to the labor market. Regional
and urban-rural disparities are also evident in
terms of access to education. In the municipality
of Chisinau and other urban centers, the quality
of education is much higher due to better infra-
structure, more abundant resources, and better-
trained teaching staff. In contrast, schools in ru-
ral areas face a lack of adequate infrastructure,
modern teaching materials, and well-trained ed-
ucators. These deficiencies perpetuate educa-
tional and economic inequalities between urban
and rural areas, creating a vicious cycle of mar-
ginalization [2].

A particularly vulnerable group that is se-
verely affected is people with disabilities, who
face barriers in accessing vocational and higher
education. The lack of accessible infrastructure,
adapted teaching materials, and personalized
pedagogical support contributes to their margin-
alization. As a result, educational inequality ex-
acerbates the social and economic exclusion of
people with disabilities, limiting their opportuni-
ties for labor market integration.

Inequitable access to education directly
contributes to the perpetuation of income ine-
quality in the Republic of Moldova. Higher edu-
cation plays a important role in determining in-
dividual incomes, leading to economic polariza-
tion between different social categories. Thus,
individuals with higher education are much more
likely to secure well-paid jobs, while those with
a lower level of education are often stuck in
poorly paid jobs.

Table 1 — Education expenditures by income quintiles (as a percentage of total income)

intile 1 - . . intil
Year (20Q°30 pt)oerest) Quintile 2 Quintile 3 Quintile 4 (2(85/0 rticﬁezt)
2019 0.9% 0.8% 1.0% 0.7% 1.5%
2021 0.8% 0.7% 0.9% 1.0% 1.2%
2023 0.8% 0.7% 0.9% 1.4% 1.5%

Source: elaborated by the author based on NBS data [1]

Table 1 presents relevant data on education
expenditures as a percentage of total household
income, segmented by income quintiles in the Re-
public of Moldova for the period 2019-2023. Ana-
lyzing this data, several significant trends emerge
that reflect economic inequalities in access to edu-
cation.

First, a marked inequality is observed in the
allocation of educational expenditures between
income quintiles. Households in the 5th quintile
(the richest 20%) consistently allocate a larger per-
centage of their income to education compared to

households in the lower quintiles. For example, in
2023, education expenditures account for 1.5% of
total household income in the 5th quintile, while in
the 1st quintile (the poorest 20%), this percentage
is only 0.8%.

Secondly, trends over time show a slight
decrease in educational expenditures in the lower
quintiles, especially in the 1st quintile, where the
percentage allocated decreased from 0.9% in 2019
to 0.8% in 2023. In contrast, expenditures in the
4th and 5th quintiles have increased, indicating a
greater capacity for investment in education due to



higher incomes. Thus, the data highlights the exist-
ence of economic inequalities in access to educa-
tion, and these discrepancies have remained or even
increased during the 2019-2023 period. The ob-
served disparities underline the need for public poli-
cies that reduce the differences between income cat-
egories and ensure more equitable access to educa-
tion for all segments of the population.

Inequality in education is a key factor in
perpetuating a vicious cycle of poverty and social
exclusion, directly affecting the economic future of
younger generations. In a world increasingly driv-
en by knowledge, skills, and innovation, ensuring
equitable access to education becomes essential for
the sustainable development of the Republic of
Moldova [3].

Although the government has adopted vari-
ous measures to combat income inequality and im-
prove access to education, such as increasing the
minimum wage, raising public sector salaries, and
boosting pensions and social benefits, the impact
of these measures remains limited. This is largely
due to the inefficiency of the educational system
and persistent regional inequalities.

Economic and social inequality are interde-
pendent phenomena that influence and amplify
each other, having a detrimental effect on social
cohesion and the economic stability of the country.
These economic disparities fragment society, fuel-
ing social tensions and resentment, which contrib-
utes to increasing polarization between different
segments of the population. Persistent inequalities
reduce trust in public institutions and affect the
long-term stability of the national economy.

To combat these inequalities and support
equitable economic development, the Republic of
Moldova must adopt more effective and sustaina-
ble public policies. Reducing income inequality
and regional disparities can significantly contribute
to more equitable and sustainable economic devel-
opment. Investments in education and vocational
training represent a central solution, as quality ed-
ucation is not only key to reducing social inequali-
ties but also a determining factor in long-term eco-
nomic growth.

Conclusion and prospects for further re-
search. Income inequality has a significant impact
on equitable access to education in the Republic of
Moldova, serving as a determining factor in per-
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petuating social and economic disparities. In this
context, policy measures aimed at reducing ine-
qualities are essential for ensuring sustainable eco-
nomic development and improving the quality of
life for citizens. Investments in education, com-
bined with effective social protection measures,
will contribute to the development of a more
skilled and adaptable human capital, thereby laying
the foundation for a sustainable and equitable
economy in the long term. These measures will
reduce existing disparities and help create an envi-
ronment conducive to economic development, fos-
tering a more equitable, prosperous, and resilient
society in the face of future challenges.
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